What do kids need to know to acquire language?
==============================================

Terms:
	Phonetics
	Phonology
	Morphology
	Pragmatics
	Syntax
	Semantics

Sounds
- Physical formation - phonetics
- Systems of sounds - phonology
Semantics
- Meaning of words or sentences
Structure
- Word order - syntax
Context
- Culture - Sociology
- Social Norms
  + "Wow, what an ugly baby. Stay away from that baby."
  + Fula Culture - Takes attention of Gods to baby and brings disaster
Parts of words - morphology
Conversational norms - Pragmatics
- Question -> Answer, etc
Orthography

    _ _
I hit a baseball.
    ^ discrete 't'
    ___
I hit him.
    ^ 'd'-like pronunciation

v The man assassinated the president.
^ I assassinated the weeds in my garden.

Children learning language:
	Mimic parents 
	"Rich linguistic environment"

Learn      | Acquire
-----------+-----------
Teaching   | Internal
'Mom'      | babbling
Correction | Syntax/Morphology (-ed)
Culture


How can we Collect (Good) Data?
-------------------------------
Spontaneous Production Data
- Observe a child in a natural scenario

Process:
1. Find a child
2. Interact with the child in the context
3. Record the interactions

Consider:
- Who
  + Good: Parents
  + Bad: 7 Intimidating Total Strangers
- What
  + Friendly, smiling
  + Take turns; do not overwhelm (1-2 lead)
  + Welcoming environment
  + Games, toys (avoid quiet/listening/distracting activities)
    * Cars, dolls, blocks, art supplies, stuffed animals
  + Ask them what they're doing
  + Avoid complex or binary questions
  + Maintain silence if necessary
  + Don't talk about them!
  + Get low; approach their level

Consider:
- Informed Consent from parents (don't skew)
- Sensitivity to recording (hide it in the flowers!)
- IRB Approval (safety w/ live subjects)
- Make sure to test /their own/ language

Comprehension vs Production

 "My truck bumped into yours; let's play together!" (tsundere kids)
